“ P I TOP NEWS ODD NEWS ENTERTAINMENT SCIENCE HEALTH SPORTS DEFENSE VOICES PHOTOS ARCHIVE

WATCH LIVE

President Joe Biden, VP Kamala Harris meet Western governors to prepare for wildfire season

TRENDING Heatwave Robocalls ADHDdrug Lebanon Loosecobra  Octopuspainter LavaFire Confederatestatues Evictionban  Virgin Orbit

[ x
MILAMODE

45Y%
OFF

BLOG MAY 9,2013/ 11:11 AM

Swallowed by hippo, lived to tell the tale

By GABRIELLE LEVY, UPl.com £ a =
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Bibi, a three year-old Nile hippopotamus at the St. Louis Zoo in St. Louis, April 25, 2002. mk/bg/Bill
Greenblatt UPI | License Photo
Follow Us

"There was no transition at all, no sense of approaching danger. It was as if | 0 e @ @
had suddenly gone blind and deaf,” Paul Templer recalled. "l was aware that my

legs were surrounded by water, but my top half was almost dry. | seemed to be
trapped in something slimy."

Templer was an experienced river guide leading kayak expeditions along the
Zambezi River near Victoria Falls, and one afternoon, he found himself fighting
for his life half-swallowed by huge bull hippo.
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The story of Templer's dramatic brush with death in March of 1996, appeared



on the Guardian's "Experience” blog Friday and has since been shared and
tweeted thousands of times.

As he tells it, the hippo "wasn't a stranger -- he and | had met a number of
times" and it seemed to have it out for Templer.

RELATED
Cruise ship overboard: Couple goes over the side of Australian cruise

Late in the afternoon after a day of paddling, Templer saw a colleague's boat
lifted out of the water on the hippo's back. He went after the other guide,
Evan, who had been thrown from his kayak, and found himself stuck in the jaws
of the giant animal.

There was a terrible, sulphurous smell, like rotten eggs, and a tremendous
pressure against my chest. My arms were trapped but | managed to free one
hand and felt around - my palm passed through the wiry bristles of the hippo's
snout. It was only then that | realised | was underwater, trapped up to my waist
in his mouth.

I wriggled as hard as | could, and in the few seconds for which he opened his
jaws, | managed to escape. | swam towards Evans, but the hippo struck again,
dragging me back under the surface. I'd never heard of a hippo attacking
repeatedly like this, but he clearly wanted me dead.

RELATED
‘Abenomics bra' promises to lift your, um, economy

The hippo shook Templer, dragged him under, and held him down before
suddenly dragging him back toward the surface, where he was finally able to
escape.

But a stroke of good fortune, another colleague knew enough first aid to bind
Templer's extensive wounds -- his left arm was crushed, puncture wounds in
his chest and back so bad his lung was visible -- and a medical team that
happened to be nearby was able to help him survive long enough to reach a
surgeon.

Templer's injuries put him at triple risk of major limb loss, but he ended up
losing just his left arm, and soon, he was back on the water.

RELATED
Megan Fox on a trampoline fires up the Internet

"Twao years later | led an expedition down the Zambezi and as we drifted past
the stretch where the attack had taken place, a huge hippo lurched out of the
water next to my canoe,” he said. "l screamed so loudly that those with me said
they'd never heard anything like it. He dived back under and was never seen
again. I'd bet my life savings it was the same hippo, determined to have the
final word."
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8 things you didn't know about baby
gorillas

WASHINGTON, Oct. 7 (UPI) -- Much like human babies, baby gorillas
are cute, they crawl before learning to walk and they love breast milk.
Here are some interesting facts about these tiny primates who share
about 98.3 percent of their DNA with humans.

1A WA Vegan celebs turn up for Peta's 35th
anniversary party
i’. P LOS ANGELES, Oct. 1 (UPI) -- People for the Ethical Treatment of

Animals celebrated 35 years of advocating for animal rights with a
star-studded bash Wednesday.

The best dressed at the TIFF 2015

TORONTO, Sept. 16 (UPI) -- As designers rolled out their new
Summer/Spring collections during New York Fashion Week,
Hollywoed A-listers put on their Sunday bests while walking the red
carpet at the Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto Canada.




The most daring outfits at NYFW 2015

NEW YORK, Sept. 16 (UPI) -- From Michael Costello's completely
sheer gown with strategically placed beading to Dennis Basso's
cheeky shorts, designers are venturing more and more into the
revealing in their creations for next years' sunny months.

Scott Weiland gives a bizarre performance
of "Vasoline"

CORPUS CHRISTI, Texas, May 1 (UPI) -- Video from a live
performance in Corpus Christi, Texas, shows former Stone Temple
Pilots frontman Scott Weiland slurring his way off-key through the
STP hit "Vasoline!"

Chrissy Teigen, Jenna Dewan-Tatum and
Katie Couric get playful at White House
Correspondents dinner

WASHINGTON, April 27 (UP1) -- Model Chrissy Teigen and journalist
Katie Couric showed off her legs white posing for pictures during
saturday's White House Correspondents dinner.

Olive Garden offers free babysitting for
annual date night

WASHINGTON, Feb. 12 (UPI) -- Olive Garden is offering free
babysitting for couples who want to go out for a date night and eat
unlimited breadsticks on Feb. 20.

VIDEO: Dog rescued from leg-crushing trap
in national park
YANGMINGSHAN NATIONAL PARK, Taiwan, Nov. 24 (UPI) -- This

video shows a dog being rescued in Yangmingshan National Park
after being caught in a cruel-looking gin trap, which pins an animal's

legs between steel bars.
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