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Safari guide on horrifying moment he was 'ripped apart' by
'berserk’ hippo
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An adult hippo can grow up to 15ft in length, weighing around 4 tons. Standing up to 6 feet high at the ‘Various’ Royal

Family members

shoulder, their fearsome bulk makes them a formable foe for other wildlife. 57’ {88 :hink Queen should

* disown Prince Harry,
While they're vegetarians and rarely attack humans, if they do it's almost always fatal. claims Lady C

P
So when experienced safari guide Paul Templer found himself clamped in the jaws of an angry male hippo o < s:;‘f;:“;;:u’;:d
in the Zambezi River in Zimbabwe, he feared the worst. e pregnant at 13 'now
expecting another

The horrific incident occurred in 1996. Paul, then 27, stepped in to lead a group taking 6 tourists on a canoe child®

trip near Victoria Falls after the original guide had fallen ill with malaria.
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2 Paul's horrific injuries haven't stopped him kayaking (Image: x00330)
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» Lion pride comes face-to-face with hungry crocodile seconds after savage kill

The group took a careful detour around a group of hippos, one of which had shown itself to be unusually
aggressive in the past.

Despite their precautions, disaster struck.
Paul told Mirror Online: "There was this loud thud behind me and | knew that thud. It was the sound of a

hippo hitting a canoe.
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"| turned to see the back of the canoe maybe three feet out of the water atop a hippo and the apprentice
guide flying out of it.”

2 Paul faced a lengthy physical recovery in the months and years following the incident (mage: Facebook)
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» Monster dog left with bloody mouth after mauling OAP, 73, and dragging into pond

Paul immediately began paddling towards the stricken canoe where the apprentice guide, Evans
Namasango, had been thrown into the water.

He added: "Evans is bobbing along in the water and then | see this big wave, kind of like a torpedo coming
towards a ship, at quite a pace.

"I pull up alongside him, lean over to grab him and it's almost a little too made-for-Hollywood moment with

our fingers almost touching.
"Suddenly everything just went dark and quiet.”
Paul realised that he was inside the hippo's mouth.

He said: "My first response was just complete relief because | feared | was inside a croc, and in a weird way

there’s some solace being in a hippo.

"That lasted an odd second and then | thought 'I've got to get out of here’, but | couldn’t do anything
because I'm tightly wedged in his mouth.

"The hippo half spat, half choked me out and | burst to the surface, grab a lung full of fresh air and I'm face

to face with Evans.’

12 Paul says: "In the wild, we're the visitors, we're the intruders. The hippo attacked because | was invading its
territory." (Image: Facebook)
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» Man arrested after dog bound with duct tape and dumped by road in freezing cold

"| started swimming away but Evans was struggling to stay afloat. When I locked at him | could see he was
absolutely terrified and in the grips of panic.

"I swam back to him, then suddenly, wham, | was in the hippo's throat again, but this time my legs were
down his throat and he started thrashing me around again.”
Paul tried to reach for his revolver, but the huge river beast was thrashing him around so much that he

» Man arrested after dog bound with duct tape and dumped by road in freezing cold

"| started swimming away but Evans was struggling to stay afloat. When | looked at him | could see he was
absolutely terrified and in the grips of panic.

"I swam back to him, then suddenly, wham, | was in the hippo's throat again, but this time my legs were
down his throat and he started thrashing me around again.”

Paul tried to reach for his revolver, but the huge river beast was thrashing him around so much that he
couldn't get a grip on it.

The hippo spat Paul out a second time. He tried to swim away, but was then attacked again.
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B Paul thought he was going to die, telling his companions: "Please tell my family | am sorry and | love them.”

(Image: Facebook)
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» Great white shark tries to squeeze into diving cage in terrifying footage

He said: "l was looking under my arm and | saw [the] hippo with its mouth wide open.

"His tusks tore into my torso and now my legs are hanging out of one side of his mouth and my arms and
my head and my shoulder are outside the other.

"This time he truly went berserk.

"He threw me up in the air and | did a half twist before | fell back into his mouth and he bit down so hard |
thought he was going to bite me in half."
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&1 Hippos can weigh about 8,000lbs and grow larger than a Range Rover (image: Getty Images)
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» Old lion fights two young rivals in heartbreaking battle to the death

The hippo dived up to perhaps eight feet with Mr Templer trapped in its jaws as he bled .
He said: "l was relatively calm and | remember wondering who could hold their breath the longest.

"| was watching my blood coming out and | was wondering if | was going to bleed to death or if | would
drown."

21 Paul is now now a management consultant and public speaker living in Chicago (Image: Facebock)
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» Lion lunges at man who taunts it after jumping into zoo enclosure

Paul suffered almost 40 severe bite wounds, saying: "l was a mess. My one arm from the elbow up had
been crushed to a pulp and from the elbow down most of the skin had been pulled off it.

"My other arm was kind of hanging on. My foot looked like someone had to beat a hole through it with a
hammer.



"Blood started bubbling out of my mouth because | had internal injuries.
"You could see part of a lung through a hole in my back. | had a bite in the back of my head.

"One of the bites had severed an artery but the hippo bit it at the right angle that he tore it but it sealed
itself.

"By the time | got rescued I lost so much blood that my status was inconsistent with life. | shouldn’t have

been alive."
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B3 Two years after the attack, Paul paddled the 1,600-mile length of the Zambezi with one arm (mage: Facebook)
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» Captured 13ft monster shark had battle scars from fight with 'far bigger' beast

The apprentice guide, Evans Namasango, drowned as a result of the horrific incident.
Paul faced a long journey through the jungle, with no painkillers available.

He was saved by sheer luck - the group encountered a rescue team which happened to be practising
nearby.
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It took eight hours for him to get to a hospital for the first of multiple surgeries to keep him alive.
His left arm had to be amputated but surgeons managed to save his other arm and his badly-injured leg.

He says: "We all have s***ty days and | have learned that stuff is going to happen but we get to choose

what’s going to happen next."
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Glam influencer, 23, dies after 'botched’ Twin sisters, 18, shot in brutal gangland
operation in 'backstreet’ clinic execution streamed live on Instagram
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